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LIBRARY EXTENSION IN RURAL COMMUNITIES 
The United Arab Republic is trying to establish libraries in the Egyp- 
tian countryside. The photo shows one of the libraries opened by the 
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour in one of the Southern Region 
villages for the fundamental education in the rural communities. 
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SUMMARY OF CONTENTS 


HIGHLIGHTS: (A) A call towards cooperative teamwork; the Library 
Seminar and the extensive contacts of LIBRARY WORLD have disclosed 
hat there is a lot of similar efforts duplicated, under the same conditions, 
in many libraries, even in the same country, because, it sems, every librarian 
is still working in conclave. An example of 9 similar trials for the adaptation 
of D. C. in the U. A. R. only, is cited. Arab librarians are invited to co- 
operate with a teamwork spirit to coordinate their efforts, thus avoiding 
duplication of work, saving time, money and effort. They are invited to 
meet, occasionally, to discuss their problems, exchange their findings, and 
publish their results on different levels. They are also invited to be ready 
for the international meetings such as the Cataloging Conference which will 
be held at Paris next year. 

(B) Libraries and Local Administration: The establishment a network 
library system is emphasized for Local Administration to flourish in the 
U.A.R. A good citizen is the backbone of this kind of administration ; 
he is actually responsible to participate in solving many of the local pro- 
blems. Such a citizen could not be afforded without the help of functioning 
libraries all over the country, in rural and urban communities 

The Reading Nation is the Conscious Nation. Rural and Public Library Service 
is needed for the flourishing of the Local Administration System: Two 
renorts submitted to the cultural authorities of the U. A. R., by Mr. Hassan 
Rashad, Controller, Public Libraries, Ministry of Culture and National 
Guidance. The first report surveys the library services working at present 
In the Southern Region of the U. A. R. rural communities, appraising these 
services, and suggesting, for their development, a plan of eight items ; ie., 
the design of a rural library building, its furniture, book collection, staff, 
finance, local control, central administration, legislation, and the necessity 
of producing fundamental books. The second report emphasizes the import- 
ance of public library services in the life of the nation, gives a criteria for 
appraising a successful library service, and suggests a reformatory plan 
of six items: i.e., cental administration has to be formed in the Ministry of 
Culture and National Guidance, setting up a library legislation, allocating 
appropriate funds for staff, equipment, and book acquisition, and lastly 
planning for public library buildings during the coming ten years ... 

In the UNESCO Seminar for Library Development in Arab World, the technten! 
problems and library training were treated in such a way that every 
Member State would be charged with a certain problem. A _ Follow-up 
Committee has been formed. In this contribution, the three reports of the 
technical and training committees are presented with the first progress 
report of the Follow-Up Committee, which presents the steps taken within 
the Arab League, the U. A. R. (Southern Region), and Iraq ... oe 

The Varis Conference for International Cataloging (1961) : Donation of the 
Council on Library Resources, Inc., with the first progress report with 
names of standing committee members are quoted 


Analytical Study of Book Circulation among Registered Borrowers in a Small 
Public Library: by Mr. Kamal Basiouni, Librarian, Khalifa Branch Library. 
The study reveals (FIRST) that the low percentage of registered borrowers 
in this library is due to: (1) its existence in the near vicinity of a central 
public library, (2) the under-average educational level of the population in 
this district, (3) the lack of the most essential elements of library publicity, 
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(4) the poor funds for library service. (SECOND) Borrowers: (1) a certain 
percentage of borrowers comes from far distances to get certain books 
which are not found in their neighbouring branch libraries, (2) a certain 
other percentage comes through personal friendship with staff members, (3) 
male borrowers form thehighest percentage, (4) students form the highest 
percentage among borrowers. (THIRD) Book Collection: there is no 
balance in the collection, especially in books about engineering, commerce, 
and agriculture, which are largely needed by students of these subjects. 
(FOURTH) Reading Trends: (1) circulation of books on literature forms 
the highest ratio, followed by Sociology, applied and pure sciences, respect- 
ively. (2) Reading of fiction forms 66% of literary reading in general, (3) 
Text-books on linguistics, pure scinece and applied science form the highest 
percentage in book circulation. (4) School-prescribed readings exceed that 
of voluntary free-readings. In the latter category, a low percentage of 
serious reading is observed ... 


Bibliographical Lists and methods of their Preparation, by Mr. Kamal al- 
Darawi, Librarian, Higher Council of Art and Literature: This article sum- 
maries the conception of bibliographical services, the selection of their 
subjects and the methods of their preparation and arrangement ... 


These are Our Library Problems, by Sheikh Abu al-Wafa al-Maraghy, Director 
Al-Azhar University Library. In this article Sheikh al-Maraghy presents, 
from his own point of view, the library problems. He quotes 13 items; i.e. 
the few number of patrons coming into the library ; their attitude towards 
superficial readings ; the trend of using foreign systems for the classification 
of highly specialised Islamic and Arabic collection ; the unspecialised staff 
working in specialized libraries ; the deprivation of library staff from pri- 
vileges of promotion ; charging the library work to handicapped and old- 
aged staff; imposing loan fees; imposing financial restrictions on acqui- 
sition; imposing circulation restrictions ; the non-appreciation of scholars to 
library staff and services; the abstenation of authors from donating some 
of their works to large libraries ; the disorderliness of printing and publishing 
business ; and lastly the narrow’ space occupied by Al-Azhar University 

Fundamental Rules of Descriptive Cataloging as applied by most libraries, based 
on A.L.A. Rules... (5) Manuscripts, maps and Atlasses 


Adapted Decimal Classification (800 - Literature, and 900 - History tables) 


The School Library is a fundamental element in the Educational Program : its 
success depends upon the cooperation between the director and the libra- 
rian ; translated by Mr. M. A. al-Dessouki, Technical Director, Faculty of 
Education, Tripoli, Lebanon 


News of the two months 
The Library activities in the educational zones ; illustrated news ... 


From the Arab Librarian Who’s Who: Short biographical sketches of Mr. Omar 
Rida Kahala, Damascus ; and Mr. Hassan Rashad, Cairo ... 


The Roving Eye: Exhibitions, seminars, meetings, etc. 

Classified Selective Lists of books published in the Arab World ans 

Publishers from Lebanon: Six publishing firms 

A Periodic List of Book Production: (first instalment), fom UAR. publishers, 
including junior and children literature) ... ... oe 

Book Reviews: Selections of LIBRARY WORLD ... ae oes 

BIBLIOMINS ; or Vitaminic analysis of books and buena ‘Mnseteion, (in 
English) . 
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VITAMINIC ANALYSIS OF BOOKS AND 
HUMAN KNOWLEDGE 


by 


Habib Salama, Editor, 
B. A. (ed.), A.U.C., 
B.A. (Hons.) Lib. Se.; M. A. Journ., 
Cairo University 


There have been, at least, two instances, 
in the history of literature that suggested 
to me the title and course of this lecture. 
One of them has been a mere simple state- 
ment; the other a complete literary move- 
ment. The former was that of Bacon in 
his immortal essays saying: «Some books 
are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, 
and some few to be chewed and digested ». 
Thus, using in his aphoristic statement 
four terms which are only applicable in the 
process of human nutrition. 


The latter was the scientific movement 
that took place in the nineteenth century, 
manifested by the physical and scientific 
researches especially in Biology following 
the Darwinian theories about the evolution 
of species. Scientists began to apply these 
new theories even upon humanities and 
literature. In France, to be sure, H. A. 
Taine regarded himself as a scientific his- 
torian and logician rather than a man of 
letters; and in the second half of the 19th 
century the scientific spirit took possession 
of all branches of knowledge, and the werd 
«scientific» and even the idea or method 
for which it stands, was somewhat over- 
worked. There was science of every human 
activity, even of love-making. 


This lecture is, then, a natural response 
to these suggestive instances. It is a pri- 
mitive attempt towards the application of 
biological science, particularly the part con- 
cerned with human nutrition and food ana- 
lysis, upon the field of books and humana 


knowledge, since there has been strong 
* Talk delivered before the Egyptian 


Library Association. 


analogy and parallelism between physical 
food and mental food in all possible aspects 
as we shall later see. 

Now, the question is: «Since it has been 
possible for science to analyse physical food 
to its main constituents, discover the 
vitamins, define their specifications and 
point out their applications in health and 
disease; is it also possible for science to ana- 
lyse mental food, discover its essential ele- 
ments, define their characteristics and point 
out their uses in mental health and disease. 


I presume it is quite possible. The brain 
is an organic receptacle such as the sto- 
mach. Both receive, regularly, the proper 
quantity of food necessary for the deve- 
lopment of the human being either physi- 
cally or mentally. But the difference lies 
only in that the realms of mind are deeper 
and more complex than the regions of 
stomach. 


The field is, therefore, wild and extensive, 
and it is quite impossible for a single per- 
son to encounter its limitations just in one 
trial; so, I am only hovering with a scien- 
tific spirit over the whole panorama of the 
field of human knowledge trying to give 
a general picture of the view, with its sign- 
posts, but leaving the minuter details to be 
completed by further researches. 


Terminology 


In a presentation, as such, I shall be for- 
ced to use some technical terms of the phy- 
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sical nutrition with their equivalents which 
I propose to be used in the field of mental 
nutrition. The first of which is the term 
I suggest for the new science of analysing 
books and human knowledge to their main 
nutritional constituents and thus appre 
ciating their inherent values; i.e. «<BIBLIO- 


LOGY ». 


The term «bibliology» might have been 
used in olden times and quoted in some 
historical dictionaries to denote the science 
of the descriptive study of books; it has 
lately been discarded and replaced by the 
term «Bibliography»; but i would like to 
bring it again to life to denote, at least 
in my conception and in’ the course of 
this lecture, «the science that deals with 
the study of the intrinsic nutritional value 
of the reading, hearing, or seeing material 
which we used to call human knowledge 
and their proper application for the sake 
of humanity.» That is to say, « Bibliology» 
in literature versus « Biology» in science. 


The second term coined up for the first 
time, is «Bibliomins» which denote the 
essential and most valuable nutritional ele- 
ments inherent in any reading, hearing or 
seeing material». That is to say « Biblio- 
mins» in mental food versus « vitamins » 
in physical food. 


Again, if we conceive that « physical nu- 
trition» has become an important science 
which is taught in different levels of edu- 
cation; why should not « mental nutrition» 
have such care since it is far more superior 
in the formation of man as a Man, and of 
moulding his mental attitudes and social 
behaviour that are of farreaching effect in 
the life of his community rather than the 
influence of his own physical nature? 


Someone would say it is the field of lite- 
rary criticism, others would say it is the 
educational psychology. I would say these 
are doing a part of the responsibility T have 
in mind for « Bibliology ». 


The scope of this new science « Bibliolo- 
gy» is suggested to cover :— 


(1) Analysing human knowledge to its es 
sential constituents as far as their re- 
action upon human mind is concerned. 


(2) Discovering the intellectual vitamins 
which we call « Bibliomins» and study- 
ing their characteristics and proper 


applications. 


(3) Diagnosing the capacity of every men. 
tal stomach, i.e. the brain. 


(4) Describing the mental regime for pro- 
per development or for refuting iuman 
errors and ailments. 


(5) Using these findings in advising our 
readers, whether in public ‘ibrary, 
school, hospital, or in prison without 
any external control. 


What, then, would be the responsibility 
of the «Bibliologist» as an apostle of a 
new science/ Let us go step by step het. 
ween the two parallel lines of physical and 
mental food to determine such a responsi- 
bility as the situation may suggest. 


ok 
Parallelism between physical 
food 


Broadly speaking, this parallelism lies in 
four principal aspects: 


1 


and mental 


~ 


in the great bulk and endless variety of 
articles used as physical and mental 
food, 

2) in their synthesis, 

3) in their analysis, and lastly, 


4 


~ 


in their influence in the formation of a 
human being. 


Bulk of knowledge 


Perhaps, it is quite true to say that the 
bulk of human knowledge is much mote 
exceeding that of the physical food. The 
human race must assimilate and carry cn 
this big volume which is increasing rapidly 
like compound interst and is getting to ne 
so vast in amount that it raises us serious 
problem as to which of which is to be eli- 
minated, tasted, swallowed, or chewed and 
digested. This is the first responsibility of 
a modern bibliologist. 


2) Synthesis 


As for its synthesis, human knowledge 
comprises the outer and the inner forms. 
The outer form addresses the ear as well 
as the eye. It is recorded on disc or charged 
wire as on paper. Bibliologists must bear 
in mind the radio, the television, the motion 
picture as means of recording and con- 
veying information of all sorts; and the 
inner techniques involved therein. 


As to the inner form, which is more com: 
plex, human knowledge comprises che fol- 
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lowing items arranged in logical sequence :— 


A) The raw material 
In the physical food we take, as raw mate- 


rials, cereals, vegetables, fruits and meat 
etc. In mental food we take ideas, language 
and print. Ideas are the things that bring 
us out of the jungle. They should be fresh 
and sound, for we never accept a rotten 
apple or sour milk to feed on, otherwise we 
suffer. Language is the vehicle by which 
jdeas are conveyed and the medium in which 
a writer works. It must, therefore, be light 
and sensible. Print, here, means the in- 
vention by which ideas and language of the 
human race are preserved and transmitted 
to the next generation. 

A bibliologist must know the different 
varieties of raw materials, their origin, 
and distinguish between the rotten and 
sound. 


B) Preparation of the raw material or its 
cooking. 


Of course, no one eats his food without 
cooking it, or at least passing it through 
some certain processes; say, sterilising, 
peeling or simply washing it. How, then, is 
the mental food prepared for consumption? 

Preparation is the personal technique of 
the individual author himself, ‘whether 
writer or speaker. He _ treats the subject 
matter,in a certain style, after his own way 
of looking out thing; so, we call it «the 
dress of thought», which is absolutely per- 
sonal. Styles are, therefore, as variable 
and numerous as the different kinds of 
food, each of which has its particular taste 
and flavour although the raw material may 
be coming from the same _ origin. For 
instance, we have the plain, the picturesqiie, 
the forcible, the graceful. We have aiso 
styles portrayed in fine images, styles 
blended with hot emotions. We have the 
pathos that excites the emotions of pity and 
terror; we have the witty and humourous 
that make the loosening or relaxation of 
our stresses below its usual pitch of inten- 
sity. In general, we have the plain sweet, 
or the bitter blend sugarly-coated. And 
every style has its own lovers. 

Bibliologists, not less than literary cri- 
tics, must be well aware of the inner tech- 
niques of every mental food that is served 
in their libraries. 


(C) Serving the mental food 
Civilisation has made it too easy to 


get wrong foods of all kinds and difficuit 
to get the foods we ought to eat. The »uter 
form of food and the atmosphere of its 
service play a big part upon individual’s 
curiosity. A person may visit a resturant, 
and the «menu» which is equivalent to our 
book lists, is offered, with its startling and 
strange titles. It is quite probable that he 
may point out one or two dishes without 
knowing exactly of their inherent values 
or of the techniques of their preparation, 
The dishes are served on beautiful trays;, 
ornamented with exquisite colours; frag- 
rant flowers are beautifully arranged here 
and there. He comes to eat with a fervent 
appetite. At last he finds out that he has 
been mistaken; the dishes may be against 
his expectations or against his stomach. 


xactly this is the same way in serving 
oooks either with publishers tricks or in 
libraries. The publisher’s method for arou- 
sing curiosity appears in titles of books, 
attractive bindings, striking jackest, illus- 
trations and book reviews; while in libraries 
curiosity is aroused through open shelve3, 
browsing rooms, exhibit cases, book clubs 
and so on. 


But I would say that a great book is 
great in spite of its physical appearance or 
the atmosphere of its presentation. That 
does not mean the belittling of the tech- 
niques of service as it is to direct the etten- 
tion to the good and valuable stuff. A res- 
ponsibility that lies also upon the modern 
bibliologist. 


D) Consuming Habits : 


In physical feeding, it was chiefly a mat- 
ter of opinion which foods were good and 
nourishing and which were indigestible and 
harmful. No exact data were available. 
The choice of food was, and still is, go- 
verned mainly by racial, national or indi- 
vidual tastes, which are almost misleading 
measures. During the last fifty years, the 
subject has been carefully investigated and 
based upon ascertained facts and measure- 
ments. 


In a country like ours, we used to take 
three meals a day, prepared according to 
our particular fashions almost without con- 
siderable modification. The result, in many 
cases, is the prevalence of many ailments 
due to wrong feeding or mal-nutrition. But 
to avoid such ailments, one should take a 
wholesome diet containing all the essential 


elements in suitable proportions to ensure 
healthy growth and give immunity against 
diseases, whether the raw material of the 
diet or its fashion of preparation comes to 
us from the east or from the west. 


These fundamentals are exactly the saiue 
as in mental feeding. Let us wonder, then, 
whether our mental diet should be strictly 
confined to our own heritage or extended 
to include some foreign crops and fashions 
of preparation. There is no objection what- 
ever to import or export provided the crop 
is free from pathological germs and mor- 
bid diseases, and as long as it provides the 
world with nourishing material. A modern 
bibliologist should be attentive to the world 
issues and social problems. 


Again, do we spend the whole time admi- 
nistering into our minds, mere knowledge 
or better should we add some dose of 
inspiring and recreating material ? 

In fact what a man reads, hears, or sces, 
he largely is and the more complex he finds 
civilization the greater is his need for gui- 
dance by the best thought expressed in any 
way. But currents of thought are dashing 
and overwhelming us. What is then the 
measurement of « goodness »? 


Mr. Christopher Morley says « There is 
no such thing abstractly, as a «good» 
book. A book is good only when it meets 
some human hunger or refutes some humyun 
error >. 


But how does it meet that hunger or 
refute that error? A loaf of bread with 
a dish of boiled beans will meet the tnun- 
ger; also a dish of fried meat dressed with 
green salad will meet the hunger. A tablet 
of salicylic acid will refute the error, also 
a tablet of terramycin will refute the error 
But there is a big difference between each 
case. There should be an inherent vaiue 
that determines it. 

The criteria is, then, measured by the 
AMegree of Permanent benefit which food 
provides through its inherent elements 
either for normal development or for curing 
ailments. 


Complete diet, as far as this measure- 


ment is concerned, builds up the body, 
keeps it warm, and gives it energy for 
movemnt. It has, accordingly, been classi- 


fied under these categories. 
Mental diet does exactly the same in- 
fluence through its inherent elements. It 


builds up the mind, keeps it warm and 
gives it energy for lively thinking; it should 
also be classified under three similar cate. 
gories :— 


1) Stuffs that build up the mind and czuse 
its ordinary development. 


2) Stuffs that keep it warm, lively and able 
to contend. 


3) Stuffs that keep it peacefully and nor- 
mally functioning. 
FOKK 
First Category : 

Under this category comes the material 
that provides us with the bricks; that is 
mere factual knowledge that builds up tre 
minds. It is mainly included in the inform- 
ative literature such as_ books of science 
(pure or applied) including mathematics. 
This material is furnished to students and 
research workers, as well as to the profes- 
sional man and the scholar. It contains 
the common bibliomin of knowledge. We 
call it «Bibliomin K ». 


Bibliomin K is the most essential element 
for mental development. Every human 
being requires it badly from cradle to grave. 
It is the element of learning which has to 
be given in proportion with age and indivi- 
dual conditions. 


Its absence from the mental diet leads 
to the fatal death of the brain. A person 
without it becomes blind-folded against pro- 
per thinking, unconscious of his surround- 
ings and becomes, therefore, hostile to his 
community; i.e. socially-neurotic. 


Its presence brings enlightenment, its 
absence leads to ignorance; so, we <all it 
«the anti-ignorance bibliomin». If given 
wrongly, it causes intellectual anemia. 

But does Bibliomin K alone suffice for 
the realization of the expected happiness 
of the individual or the world at large? 


It is true that we follow the scientific 
principles in administering it by ziving 
« milk for babes and hard meat of literature 
to adults». But should it be sick milk or 
irradiated and vitaminized milk? 


Factual knowledge only is crispy and 
hard to devour, and so it requires a consi- 
derable lot of effort to chew and digest. 
Another element should be added to melt it 
and make it tender. This new element is 
found dominant in the articles of the second 
category. 
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Second Category : 

Under this category, books and knowled- 
ge which are rightly called by De Quincy 
«the literature of Power», are found. This 
literature includes religious books, great 
poems that bear immortal providence and 
wisdom, biographies of great men wno 
sprang out of the mud and gave great testi- 
mony to the world, also great novels, essays 
and drama. In general all books which 
appeal to us on the emotional and aesthetic 
sides, whose aim is not’ instruction but 
quickening. These books provide us with 
the bibliomin of Inspiration; that is « Bi- 
bliomin I». 

It gives power and mental strength; it 
inflames the emotions, moves the feelings 
and wakes up the dreamy from his reveries 
and the desperate from his disappointment. 


Bibliomin I is divided into two different 
varieties :— 

(1) Bib. I. (simple). 

(2) Bib. I. (complex). 


«I simple» evokes the tender emotions 
such as love, expectancy, contentment and 
happiness. 


«I complex» provides with hot emotions 
such as courage, enthusiasm and patriotism. 


Abdullah al Nadim, the orator of the 
Urabi Revolution, knowing the influence of 
religious inspiration, used in his writings, 
one sentence of his own, followed by a verse 
of the same rhyme from the Koran. The 
response of the people to that was great. 
He used bibliomin I. 


Deficiency of this bibliomin causes dry- 
ness of mind, sadness, dejection, anxiety, 
disappointment, frustration, hatred and 
neurotic seclusion leading even to suicide. 

But in spite of these two bibliomins we 
still find some people with impaired or 
exhausted brains; or others who are pitily 
confined in prisons or secluded in hospitals. 
Why? They must have been deprived from 
something else in their intellectual life. 
Really, it is another essential element 
which is found dominant in the materials 
of the third category. 


Third category : 
Any material that entertains us, or takes 


us out of ourselves, that shifts us from the 
Pressure of bitter reality to the freedom of 


sweet imagination, recreates us. It con- 
cains the third bibliomin which we call the 
« bibliomin of recreation » or « Bibliomin Ro». 


It rejuvenates our minds and even our 
bodies. 

The complex civilization made it necess- 
ary for us to have a considerable amount 
of intellectual recreation to relieve our 
strains, enrich our lives and make existence 
more purposeful. 


Someone would say: Is it legitimate that 
we may ask for recreative material? Why 
not? 

A hearty laugh saves one from nervous 
tension; a sense of humour helps in over- 
coming many critical situations. Looking 
out photographic tones or hearing musical 
tunes realises the psychological catharsis 
and keeps us sane and well. 


Bibliomin R is mainly fonnd in consi- 
derable amounts, in the material of fine 
arts, simple fiction, simple manual or bodily 
exercise. 


Its deficiency uneasiness, fret, 


causes, 


sleeplessness, impairement of brain tissues, 
disability of self-expression, absent-minded- 
ness, loss of mental equilibrium so far as 
it affects mainly the cerebellum. 


Ladies and Gentlemen, 


These are the three essential bibliomins 
so far discovered in books and human 
knowledge. There is no line of demarca- 
tion to isolate one from the other in a sne- 
cific material. In most cases, there is one 
or more bibliomin blended together in one 
article, as it is the case in vitamins, but 
in different proportions where only one of 
them is dominant and the others recessive. 
The following characteristics are usuaily 
observed. 


1) Bib. K. is dominant in materials that 
depend mainly upon mere facts. 


2) Bib. I. is dominant in materials that de- 
pend mainly upon true emotions. 


3) Bib R. is dominant in materials that 
depend mainly upon lively images. 


Wrong methods of preparation are of 
detrimental effect upon the bibliomins, and 
thence lose their benefit or even change 
them into toxic elements for life and 
thought; such as the twisted facts, false 
emotions, or exaggerated images. Biblio- 
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logists must be very careful to the method 
of treatment rather than the subject mat- 
ter itself . 

Dosage : 

The dosage of each bibliomin must rely 
upon a mathematical curve where many 
factors intervene. But roughly speaking, 
the central line of this curve represents the 
dose of «Bibliomin I». It goes on ‘Ss a 
straight line; that is to say, it is provided 
normally through the whole stages of life. 
An infant, as well as an adult should take 
the true quantity in proportion with his 
age, and physical, mental and social con- 
ditions. 

But the dosages of «K» and «RK» aie 
inversely given. That is «K» starts with 
little quantities in earlier ages, and the 
curve rises up throughout the years uniil 
middle age where it reaches its maximum, 
then it drops regularly until the end of life. 
But «Bib. R», on the contrary, starts with 
bigger quantities in earlier stages, and then 
diminishes regularly until middle age, 
where it will be equal to «K», and then 
rises up again regularly until the end of life. 

This diagram is liable to more illustra- 
tions and modifications according to further 
researches, with reference to different com- 
munities or nations. 

Using bibliomins in curing neurotic di- 
seases; or « Bibliotherapy ». 


Using the afore-mentioned principles with 
their future modifications, we may edd 
something in the field of « Bibliotherapy >», 
i.e. treatment with books. 

Bibliotherapy is somewhere applied, but 
it is still young and undergoes the stages 
of trial and error. No scientific ruics 
have yet been established. Its application 
is completely left over to the skill and pa- 
tience of the hospital librarian. But we 
hope that this human sort of activity 
will develop soon guided by the sincere 
efforts of the pioneer bibliologists. 

Now the turn is for the future bibliolo- 
gist himself who will undertake these new 
responsibilities. 

The future bibliologist : 

The’ future bibliologist will be an in- 
teresting composite, having many qualifi- 
zations of a psychologist, sociologist, phi- 
losopher and literary critic. He will under- 
stand people as well as books, both phvsi- 


cally and mentally, the outer look and tne 
inner core; share his knowledge of books 
and their effective use; give counsel ani 
advice regarding ideas as well as print; be 
familiar with the best thought in the Zield 
of human knowledge; be able to use, pre- 
cisely; the intellectual measurement hypo- 
thetically devised for detecting the biblio- 
min, a certain instrument which we saail 
call in our further researches the «biblio- 
meter ». 


Ladies and Gentlemen, 

This is the first contribution in the field 
of «Bibliology» so far presented. I hope 
it has thrown a spark of light upon the 
field of analysing books and human \now- 
ledge, as 1 also hope that we shall be able, 
in future, to nourish the intellectual life of 
the people with the best bibliomins ever 
obtained from all sources of the world 
literature. 
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of last issue. The correct author is: 


Library, Um-Durman. 


PLEASE CORRECT 
We heard from our colleagues in the Sudan, that an eutstentienal 
mistake occurred in writing the author’s name of « Public Library Deve- 
lopment in the Republic of the Sudan», which was published on page 66 


> Olgiw « 


Mr. Hassan Hilmy, Librarian, Central 
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